
JISD School Meal Charging Policy (Effective 2014) 

The district will allow students in grades K-5 who come to school 
without lunch or breakfast money to charge up to the equivalent of 3 
lunch meals.  Students are notified when a charge occurs.  In addition, 
notices are sent home to parents.  The district strongly advises against 
students in grades 6-12 charging their meals unless it is an extreme 
emergency.  If a charge occurs, the student will be given a notice to take 
home to his/her parent/legal guardian. Repayment is expected the next 
school day.    

If charges become excessive or the parent/legal guardian refuses to pay 
after being contacted, the district reserves the right for the campus 
principal to take steps deemed necessary to collect charges owed 
including notifying the Department of Social Services of child neglect. 
Allowing charges to continuously accumulate can lead to tremendous 
deficits for the school food service program and is unfair to the 
households that do pay for their meals.  Therefore, the district reserves 
the right to revoke the charging privilege if it becomes excessively 
abused.    

A free or reduced meal application may be completed.  Every effort will 
be made to help any family that is in need.  

The charging privilege pertains to school meals only.  Students who owe 
cafeteria charges cannot purchase a la carte items.  Any other a la carte 
items purchased in the cafeteria must be paid for in advance or at the 
time of purchase.   

Adult unpaid balances will be deducted from an employee’s check at the 
end of the school year.   

An online payment program offers parents and staff the opportunity to 
pay for meals in advance with debit or credit cards. Parents may also 
sign up to receive low balance notifications through the online program 
as well as monitoring their child’s account activity. 


